
GIMP – How to Change the 
Color of Objects

To assist Mr. Jamieson, if you have any 
difficulty, first go back three steps and see if 

you forgot something, then ask the people 
sitting to the right and left of you, before 

raising your hand for assistance.



Step 1

Open GIMP 2 by typing it in 
the Start menu or clicking on 
the GIMP icon 



Step 2

Go to the MVS_Student_Share (T:) 
drive> Jamieson>Period folder> Your 
folder



Step 3

Drag the apple icon or image onto 
the GIMP screen (don’t 
double-click on it first)



Step 4

If the Toolbar is not 
showing, hold down 
the Ctrl key and press 
the B key (Ctrl + B)



Step 5

If the Tool Options is 
not showing, 
double-click on any of 
the tools in the toolbar



Note:

The Tool Options is 
the section 
Where you adjust what 
each of your tools do 
(size, opacity, etc.)



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lCDBrQAwXCY


Step 6

If the Layers 
window is not 
showing, hold down 
the Ctrl button and 
press the L key 
(Ctrl + L).



Step 7

Click on the New 
Layer button (see 
circled button) in the 
Layer window to 
create a new layer.  

Uh-oh!  What if you don’t see your Layer 
button? It’s invisible, click where it’s 
supposed to be.  It will work.



Step 8

Type Color layer to 
identify the layer and 
make sure that 
Transparency is 
selected and click OK.



Step 9

Make sure the Color 
layer is selected.  Then 
click on the Paths Tool. 



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0tBZ6fDskX8


Step 10

Click all around the part 
you want to change the 
color of till  you return 
to the starting point.  Do 
not connect the last two 
dots. 



Step 11

If any of the dots are 
inside or outside the 
area you want to 
select, you can 
click/hold and drag 
them over.



Step 12

When you are ready either 
click on the Selection from 
Path button on the bottom of 
the tool palette, or from the 
menu Select>From Path 
(Shift + V).



Step 13

At this point you will see 
the “marching ants” effect 
showing you the selected 
area.  You can still adjust 
the dots around the object.



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XwEIcE0pvng


Step 14

Click on the 
Foreground & 
Background 
Colors palette 
and select the 
color you wish.

Note:  DO NOT choose black or white



Step 15

Click on the Brush Tool.  
You can click on the 
Brush icon to change the 
brush size and shape and 
move the Scale slider 
back and forth to adjust 
the size of the brush.



Step 16

Using the 
Brush Tool, 
color in that 
selection with 
your color.



Step 17

In the Layer 
window, 
where it 
says Mode: 
select Hue.



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OV0uU6lEc60


Step 18

Create a new 
transparent layer as 
you did in steps 9 & 
10 and name the 
layer Background 
layer and click OK.



Step 19

Click on the 
Foreground & 
Background 
Colors palette 
again and select a 
different color for 
the background. Note:  DO NOT choose black or white



Step 20

Back on your apple, 
choose Select>Invert 
or (Ctrl + I) to change 
the select from the 
apple to the 
background.



Step 21

Click on the 
Bucket Fill Tool 
and click 
anywhere on the 
background of 
the image.



Step 22

If you followed directions 
correctly, you will notice 
that now the apple itself 
is unchanged.  Your 
Layers window should 
look something like this:



Step 23

Go back to the Layer Mode 
as you did in step 18 and 
change it to one of the other 
Modes.  If it looks too 
unreal, try some of the other 
modes until you find one 
that looks the best.



Step 24

To turn off the 
selection (the 
marching ants), go 
to Select>None or 
(Ctrl + Shift + a)



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IkZHRPXP7o4


Step 25

IMPORTANT:  In 
order to receive a 
grade, you MUST 
resave your file as a 
jpg image.  Go to 
File>Export as… 



Step 26

Be sure to export your 
file into your folder as 
apple-period-your 
name.jpg



Step 27

This window will 
appear after you 
click Export.  Don’t 
worry, it’s supposed 
to.  Just click on 
Export, again.



Step 27

When you try to close GIMP, you will 
see the following:

This is normal.  It wants you to save 
your image as a GIMP file.  

If you have Exported your file as a 
.jpg just click on Discard Changes.

If you have not finished your project, 
click Cancel and go to File>Save



When you finish...
Go to Google Images

Find a suitable 
(school-appropriate) image (for 
example, a car, an animal, a 
famous monument, etc.)

Select a portion of the image and 
change the color in such a way that 
anyone else would not realize it’s 
PhotoShopped


